
DeCLARATION OF WARD BOSTON, JR., CAPTAIN. JAGC, USN (RET.)

2 L WARD BOSTON. JR. DO DECLARE THAT THE FOllOWING STATEMENT IS TRUE AND COMPLEfE:

3 1. FOR MORE THAN 30 YEARS, I HAVE REMAINED SilENT ON THE TOPIC OF USS UBERTY. I AM A MIlI-

4 TARY MAN AND WHEN ORDERS COME IN FROM THE SECREfARY OF DEFENSE AND PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED

5 STATES.l FOLLOW THEM.

6 2. HOWEVER, RECENT ATTEMPTS TO REWRITE HISTORY COMPEL ME TO SHARE THE TRUTH.

7 3. IN JUNE OF 1967,WHILE SERVING AS A CAPTAIN IN THE Judge Advocate General Corps.

8 Deportment of the Navy. I WAS ASSIGNED AS SENIOR lEGAL COUNSEL FOR THE NAVY'S COURT OF

9 INQUIRY INTO THE BRUTAL ATTACK ON USS UBERTY, WHICH HAD OCCURRED ON JUNE 8TH.

lO 4. THE LATE ADMIRAL ISAAC C. KIDD. PRESIDENT OF THE COURT. AND IWERE GIVEN ONLY ONE WEEK

J J TO GATHER EVIDENCE FOR THE NAVY'S OFFICIAL INVESTIGA nON INTO THE An ACi:, DESPITETHE FACT THAT

J 2 WE BOTH HAD ESTIMATED THAT A PROPER COURT OF INQUIRY INTO AN ATTACK OF THIS MAGNITUDE WOULD

13 TAKE AT LEASTSIX MONTHS TO CONDUCT.

14 5. ADMIRAL JOHN S. MCCAIN, JR., THEN COMMANDER-IN-GHIEF, NAVAL FORCES EUROPE (CIN-

15 CUSNAVEUR), AT HtS HEADQUARTERS IN LONDON. HAD CHARGED ADMIRAL KIDD (IN A LETTERDATED

16 JUNE 10, 1967) TO

17 "INQUIRE INTO ALL THE PERTINENTFACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES LEADING TO

18 AND CONNECTED WITH THE ARMED ATTACK; DAMAGE RESULTING THERE-

19 FROM; AND DEATHS OF AND INJURIES TO NAV At PERSONNEL."

20 6. DESPITE THE SHORT AMOUNT OF TIME WE WERE GIVEN, WE GATHERED A VAST AMOUNT OF EVI·

21 DENCE, INCLUDING HOURS OF HEARTBREAK1NG TESTIMONY FROM THE YOUNG SURVIVORS.

22 7. THE EVIDENCE WAS CLEAR. BOTH ADMIRAL KIDD AND I BELIEVED WITH CERTAINTY THAT THIS AT-

23 TACK. WHiCH KILLED 34 AMERICAN SAILORS AND INJURED 172OTHERS, WAS A DEliBERATE EFFORT TO SINK

24 AN AMERICAN SHIP AND MURDER ITSENTIRE CREW. EACH EVENING, AFTER HEARING TESTIMONY ALL DAY,

25 WE OFTEN SPOKE OUR PRIVATE THOUGHTS CONCERNING WHAT WE HAD SEEN AND HEARD. I RECALL AD-

26 MIRAL KIDD REPEATEDLY REFERRING TO THE ISRAELI FORCES RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ATTACK AS "MURDEROUS

27 BASTARDS." IT WAS OUR SHMED BELIEF, BASED ON THE DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE AND TESTIMONY WE RE-
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CEIVED FIRSTHAND, THATTHE iSRAEU ATTACK WAS PLANNED AND DELIBERATE, AND COULD NOT POSSIBLY

2 HAVE BEEN AN ACCIDENT.

3 8. I AM CERTAIN THAT THE lSRAEU PILOTS THAT UNDERTOOK THE ATTACK, AS Wal AS THEiR SUPERIORS,

4 WHO HAD ORDERED THE ATTACK, WERE WEll AWARE THATTHE SHIP WAS AMERICAN.

5 9. ISAW THE FLAG, WHICH HAD VISIBLY IDENTIFIED THE SHIP AS AMERICAN, RIDDLED WITH BULLET

c.6 HOLES, AND HEARD TE:STIMONY THAT MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE ISRAELIS INTENDED THERE BE NO SURVIVORS.

7 10. NOT ONLY DID THE ISRAELIS ATTACK THE SHIP WITH NAPALM, GUNFIRE, AND MISSilES, ISRAELI TOR-

a PEDO BOATS MACHINE-GUNNED THREE LIFEBOATS THAT HAD BEEN LAUNCHED IN AN ATTEMPT BY THE CREW

9 TO SAVE THE MOST SERIOUSLY WOUNDED - A WAR CRIME.

10 11. ADMIRAL KIDD AND I BOTH FElT IT NECESSARY TO TRAVEL TO ISRAEL TO INTERVIEW THE ISRAELIS

II WHO rOOK PART IN THE ATTACK. ADMIRAL KIDD TELEPHONED ADMIRAL MCCAIN TO DISCUSS MAKING AR-

12 RANGEMENTS. ADMiRAL KIDD LATER TOLD ME THAT ADMIRAL MCCAIN WAS ADAMANT THAT WE WERE NOT

13 TO TRAVEL TO ISRAEL OR CONTACT THE ISRAEllS CONCERNING THIS MATTER.

14 12. REGRETTABLY, WE DID NOT RECEIVE INTO EVIDENCE AND THE COURT DID NOT CONSIDER ANY OF

15 THE MORE THAN SIXTYWITNESS DECLARATIONS FROM MEN WHO HAD BEEN HOSPITALIZED AND WERE UNABLE

16 10 TESTIFY IN PERSON.

17 13. I AM OUTRAGED AT THE EffORTS OF THE APOLOGiSTS FOR ISRAEL IN THIS COUNTRY TO CLAIM THAT

18 THIS ATTACK WAS A CASE OF "MISTAKEN IDENTITY."

19 14. IN PARTICULAR, THE RECENT PUBLICATION OF JAY CRISTOL'S BOOK, THE UBERTY;NClDENT, TWISTS

20 THE FACTS AND MISREPRESENTS THE VIEWS OfTHOSE OF US WHO INVESTIGATED THE ATTACK.

21 15. IT is CRISfOL'S INSIDIOUS ATTEMPT TO WHITEWASH THE FACTS THAT HAS PUSHED ME TO SPEAK OUT.

22 16. I KNOW FROM PERSONAL CONVERSATIONS I HAD WITH ADMIRAL KIDD THAT PRESIQENT LYNDON

23 JOHNSON AND SECRETARY OF DEfENSE ROBERT McNAMARA ORDERED HIM TO CONCLUDE THAT THE AT-

24 TACK WAS A CASE OF "MISTAKEN IDENTITY" DESPITE OVERWHELMING EVIDENCE TO THE CONTRARY.

25 17. ADMIRAL KIDD"TOLD ME, AFTER RETURNING FROM WASHINGTON, D.C. THAT HE HAD BEEN OR-

26 DERED TO SIT DOWN WITH TWO CIVILIANS FROM EITHERTHE WHiTE HOUSE OR THE DEFENSE DEP ARTMENT,

')J AND REWRITE PORTIONS OF THE COURT'S fiNDINGS.
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18. ADMIRAL KIDD ALSO TOLD ME THAt HE HAD BEENORDERED TO "PUT THEUD" ON EVERYTHINGHAV-

2 ING TO DO WITH THEATTACJ::ON USS UBERTY.WE WERE NEYERTO SPEAK OF ITAND WE WERETO CAUTION

3 EVERYONE ELSEINVOLVED THATTHEYCOULD NEVER SPEAK OF ITAGAIN.

4 19. IHAVE NO REASON TO DOUBT THEACCURACY OF THATSTATEMENTAS IKNOW THAT1HE COURT Of

5 INQUIRY TRANSCRIPT THAT HAS BEENRELEASEDTO THEPUBLIC ISNOT THESAME ONE THAT ICERTIFIEDAND

6 SENTOFF TO WASHINGTON.

7 20. IKNOW THISBECAUSE ITWAS NECESSARY, DUE TO THEEXIGENCIES OF TIME, TO HAND CORRECT

Is AND INITiAl A SUBSTANTIALNUMBER OF PAGES. I HAVE EXAMINED THERELEASEDVERSION OF THETRAN-

9 SCRIPTAND IDID NOT SEEANY PAGES THAT BORE MY HAND CORRECTIONS AND INITlAlS. ALSO, THEORIGI-

10 NAL DID NOT HAVE ANY DELIBERATELYBLANK PAGES, AS THERELEASEDVERSION DOES. FINALLY, THETESTI-

11 MONY OF LT. PAINTER CONCERNING THEDELIBERATEMACHINE GUNNING OF THELIFERAFTSBYTHEISRAELI

12 TORPEDO BOAT CREWS, WHiCH I DlSTINCTlY RECALL BEING GIVEN ATTHE COURT OF INQUIRY AND IN-

13 CLUDED IN THE ORIGINAL TRANSCRIPT, ISNOW MISSING AND HAS BEEN EXCISED.

14 21 . FOLLOWING THECONCLUSION OF THECOURT OF INQUIRY, ADMIRAL KIDD AND I REMAINED IN

15 CONTACT. THOUGH WE NEVERSPOKE OF THEATTACK IN PUBUC, WE DID DISCUSSITBETWEENOURSELVES,

16 ON OCCASION. EVERY TIME WE DISCUSSEDTHEATTACK, ADMIRAL KIDD WAS ADAMANTTHAT ITWAS A DE-

17 LIBERATE,PLANNED ATTACK ON AN AMERICAN SHIP.

18 22. IN 1990, I RECEIVED A TELEPHONECALL FROM JAY CRISTOL, WHO WANTED TO INTERVIEWME

19 CONCERNING THEFUNCTIONING OF THECOURT OF INQUIRY.lrOLD HIM THATIWOULD NOT SPEAKTO HIM

20 ON THATSUBJECT AND PREPAREDTO HANG UP THETELEPHONE. CRISTOL THENBEGAN ASKING ME ABOUT

21 MY PERSONAL BACKGROUND AND OTHER, NON-COURT OF INQUIRY RELATEDMATTERS.IENDEAVORED TO

22 ANSWER THESEQUESTIONS AND POLITElY EXTRICATEMYSELFFROM THECONVERSATION. CRISTOL CONTIN-

23 UED TO RETURNTO THESUBJECTOF THECOURT OF INQUIRY, WHICH IREFUSEDTO DISCUSS WITH HIM. Fl-

24 NALLY, ISUGGESTED THAT HE CONTACT ADMIRAL KIDD AND ASK HIM ABOUTTHE COURT OF INQUIRY.

25 23. SHORTlY AFTERMY CONVERSATION WITH CRISTOL, I RECEIVED A TELEPHONECALL FROM ADMIRAL

26 KIDD, INQUIRING ABOUT CRISTOL AND WHAT HE WAS UP TO. THE ADMIRAL SPOKE OF CRISTOLIN DISPAR-

27 AGING TERMSAND EVEN OPINED THAT "CRISTOL MUST BE AN ISRAELIAGENT." IDON'T KNOW IF HE MEANT
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THAT LITERALLY OR IT WAS HIS WAY OF EXPRESSING HIS DISGUST FOR CRISTOl'S HIGHLY PARTISAN, PRO-

2 ISRAELI APPROACH TO QUESTIONS INVOLVING USS UBERTY.

3 24. AT NO TIME DID I EVER HEAR ADMIRAL KIDD SPEAK OF CRISTOL OTHER THAN IN HIGHLY DISPARAG·

4 ING TERIv\S. IFINO CRISTOl.'S CLAIMS OF A "CLOSE FRIENDSHIP" WITH ADMIRAL KIDD TO BE UTTERLY IN·

S CREDIBLE. IALSO FIND IT IMPOSSIBLE TO BEUEVE THE STATEMENTS HE ATTRIBUTESTO ADMIRAL KIDD. CON-

6 CERNING THE ArrACK ON USS LJBER1Y.

7 25. SEVERAL YEARS LATER, I RECEIVED A LETTERFROM CRISTOl THAT CONTAINED WHAT HE PURPORTED

8 TO BE HIS NOTES OF OUR PRIOR CONVERSATION. THESE "NOTES" WERE GROSSLY INCORRECT AND BORE NO

9 RESEMBLANCE IN REALITY TO THAT DISCUSSION. I FIND IT HARD TO BELIEVE THAT THESE "NOTES" WERE THE

10 PRODUCT OF A MISTAKE. RATHER THAN AN ATTEMPlTO DECEIVE. I INFORMED CRlSTOL THAT I DISAGREED

11 WITH HIS RECOLLECTION OF OUR CONVERSATION AND THAT HE WAS WRONG. CRISTOL MADE SEVERAL AT-

12 TEMPTS TO ARRANGE FOR THE TWO OF US TO MEET IN PERSON AND TALK BUT I ALWAYS FOUND WAYS TO

13 AVOID DOING THIS. I DID NOT WISH TO MEET WITH CRISTOl AS WE HAD NOTHING IN COMMON AND I DID

14 NOT TRUSTHIM.

15 26. CONTRARY TO THE MISINFORMATION PRESENTED BY CRISTOL AND OTHERS, IT IS IMPORTANT FOR THE

16 AMERICAN PEOPLE TO KNOW THAT IT IS CLEAR THAT ISRAEL IS RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIBERATELY ATIACKING

17 AN AMERICAN SHIP AND MURDERING AMERICAN SAILORS. WHOSE BEREAVED SHIPMATES HAVE UVED WITH

18 THIS EGREGIOUS CONCLUSION FOR MANY YEARS.

19 DATED: JANUARY 8. 2004

20 AT CORONADO, CALIFORNIA.
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23 SENIOR COUNSEL TO THE USS liBERTY COURT OF INQUIR
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